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• Worship begins at 10:00 am 
   *Holy Communion Celebrated 
   *All are Welcome to share in God’s Meal 
   *Special Music  

• Donuts & Drinks will be offered outside       as 
you leave. 

 

        

 

                 Join us in our front lot for a great Easter EVENT.                

Fun will be had by ALL and Treats will be  

                           Shared with Everyone!! This event is open to the entire  

       Lansing community and ALL ARE INVITED. 

                       There will be games, candy, a special way for all to under-

stand the Easter Story and also the Easter  Bunny himself.   
 

        ALL ARE ASKED TO BRING A “CAN GOOD”  TO 

      DONATE TO THE LANSING FOOD BANK  IF POSSIBLE   



Helping Hands  March/ April 2021  

Redeemer Church, E.L.C.A. 
                           “...your helping hands”   

A Congregation of the NorthWest Lower Michigan 
Synod of  Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 
 

2727 W. Holmes Road 
Lansing, Michigan  48911 

517-882-8000 (church voice) 
517-882-8622 (child care voice) 

517-882-2063 (fax for both) 
517-980-6250 (emergency #) 

redeemerlansing.com 
hhclearningcenter.com 

E-Mail:  janhite@sbcglobal.net 
 

Sunday Study Time, “Book of Genesis,” @ 9:00am 
Sunday Worship begins at 10:00am 

*Holy Communion is Celebrated Every Sunday and Open 
To all of God’s Children 

Sunday Luncheon follows worship 
Wed. Adult Enrichment Hour, 7:00pm 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Jan Hite, Pastor 

Tom Jones, Minister of Music 
Jeanette Eastham, Guitar 

Alison Sall, Violin 
Ryan Fuller, Bass 

Bruce Gelispie, Percussion 
Carla Fitzgerald, School Director 
Sandra Walker, Council President 
Vickie Crouch, School President 

 

Church Council meetings are open to all members.  
Their normal meeting time is the 3rd Sunday of 

each month @ Noon. 
  

Helping Hands Christian Learning Center Board 
meetings are open to all to all members, parents and 
community members.  Their normal meeting time is 

the 1st Thursday of each month  @ 6:00pm 
 

Helping Hands Newsletter  
is  published bi-monthly  

Editors: Carla Fitzgerald and Pr. Jan Hite 
    

*Deadline for the May 2021 edition is: 
April 15, 2021 

*The editors reserve the right to make changes 
to all items submitted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MARCH/APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
Terri Sand   March  08 
Alison Sall   March  18 
Clarabelle Cheal  March  20 
Harriet Salvaggio  March  25 
Mary Burleson  March  26 
Joanne Kimmel                   March  27 
Jan Hite   March  28 
Carol Pierce   April    03 
Julie Fitzgerald                April    27 
 

MARCH/APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Jim & Kay LaMar  April    21 
  

We are sorry if we missed your     
special day.  Please let the office 
know of your date by calling the     

office, 882-8000, emailing,  
janhite@sbcglobal.net or dropping 

your name and Birth date or           
Anniversary date in the offering plate.   

Thank You! 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION...  
 

Both your NEW Church Council 
and School Board have met and 
chosen new Officers.   
 
Church Council:  Sandra Walker, Presi-
dent; Teri Sand, Recorder; Jeanette 
Eastham, Treasurer; Harriet Salvaggio,    
Financial Secretary. 
 
School Board:  Vickie Crouch, President;  , 
Vice President; Jeanette Eastham;  Paula 
Gartung, Recorder;  Gena Hyde, Treasur-
er.   

 

A Big Thank You to each of you! 
  



Please join us for these  

upcoming Events & Needs 

 

“Drive-Thru Easter Egg Hunt”... 
Date:  Saturday, March 27, 2020   @ 11:00am.      
Join us, at Redeemer 
Church, 2727 W. 
Holmes Rd.,  Lansing, 
882-8000,  in our Front 
Lot for a safe, fun event.  
This year’s Easter Egg 
Hunt will be a “Drive 
Thru.”  All who come 
will receive a special treat that helps them learn more 
about the Easter Story.  Also there will be sweet treats 
and crafts that can be done at home.  ALL ARE IN-
VITED. TO ATTEND.  The Egg Hunt Begins @ 
11am.  More info can be found on our Website: 
www.redeemerlansing.com     
**Don’t forget your can good for the Lansing Food Bank.  
Thanks. 

 

“Mobile Food Pantry”… 
Date:  Saturday, March 20, 
2021  @  9-11am  
Distribution of FREE, fresh,  

non-perishable food items at    
Tabernacle of David 

2645 W. Holmes Rd. 

Lansing, Mi  48911 

 

Who can participate?  

• The disadvantaged and vulnerable.  

• Senior citizens on fixed incomes.  

• Families/individuals with limited/low income jobs.  
 
ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST BRING A VALID 
STATE IDENTIFICATION CARD OR          
DRIVER’S LICENSE  
If you or someone you know must choose between buy-

ing food and filling prescriptions, please tell them about 

this important program. Participants should bring a box 

or bag to carry food, one distribution per household.   For 

more information, call the City of Lansing Human Rela-

tions and Community Services 

@ 517-483-4477. 
 

“The Need For Blood Is 
GREAT”… 
 

The American Red Cross is 
in dyer need for Blood.  Due to Covid-19 the demand 
for blood is high and those donating blood are low.   
 

Donating blood is SAFE!!!  If you have been a regular 
donor, please return to donating blood.  If you have 
never donated blood consider doing it.                       
Go to: 

www.redcross.com 
 

To donate soon.  You can find a drive or donate at the 
Red Cross Building on Saginaw St.  Make a difference 
in lives of those who need blood desperately.  It only 
takes 1/2 hour.  Thank you. 

 
“Anti-Racism Zoom 
Conference”… 
Date:  Tuesday March 23, 
2021, 7pm. 
 
Redeemer, along with 3 other churches in Lansing will 
be hosting a “Anti Racism Conference” that is provid-
ed to all members FREE.  The date of this event is:  
Tuesday, March 23 @ 7pm.  Pastor Ken Ponds will 
join us and give a presentation introducing us to key 
terms in doing anti-racism work. This presentation 
will be followed by a time of Q&A. Please follow the 
link below to register for the event. This event is free.  
Register At:   

https://forms.gle/e34cX7yohFRgBUhA6    

Please take advantage of this opportunity.  It is im-
portant that you register as soon as you can.  
Thanks!! 

 

“Are You In Need Of Food?”… 
 
Food Finder is a map of food pantries nationwide.     
Go to their website and enable your current location or 
search around your Zip Code to learn about free food 
assistance programs near you.  
 
It will show you what is available that day and week.  
Their website is:   

foodfinder.us 
  
This is a GREAT tool to help with what is current 
available to meet your need for food.   

 

The Helping Hands of Redeemer Church... 

https://forms.gle/e34cX7yohFRgBUhA6


 

Helping Hands Christian Learning Center 
Our Mission:  to provide nurturing care to God’s children through our helping hands, offering a safe haven for holistic growth. 

Helping Hands Christian 
Learning Center  is a minis-
try of  Redeemer Church and 
has been servicing the com-
munity for 25 years now.  
Here we offer love and qual-
ity care to God’s children.  

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

-Choir Rehearsal:                         8:30am 

-Adult & Youth  Study Time:    9:00am 

-Worship:                                    10:00am 

-Lunch and Fellowship:           11:15am 

-Wed. Adult Enrich. Class:       7:00pm  

 

We are a church of  
this community  

and ALL are welcome. 
Come as you are! 

 

  

  What’s Happening 

3/14—Daylight Savings Time 

3/16—Staff Appreciation 
 Dinner, 6:15pm 

3/17—Happy St. Patrick’s 
 Day 

3/20—First Day of Spring 

3/27—Redeemer Easter Egg 
 Drive-Thru, 11:00am 

3/28—Palm Sunday 

4/1—April Fool’s Day 

4/3—Happy Easter 

4/8—HHCLC Board of    
 Directors Mtg., 6pm 

4/13—HHCLC Staff                                   
 Meeting, 6pm 

4/22—Earth Day 

Nature & Outdoor Learning 

Children are natural explorers. Set some basic 
boundaries, and let the child discover. The learning 
will come. Children use all of their senses to ex-
plore. They look and listen to observe what is hap-
pening around them, touch what they can reach, 
smell the fresh scents of nature, and occasionally 
taste when given permission. They run, jump, dig, 
and climb as they discover new places. 

For a child, everything is 
new—even the tiniest 
things are interesting and 
exciting. In today’s enter-
tainment-driven world, 
exploring the outdoors is 
an opportunity for chil-
dren to actively engage in learning. Here are a few 
steps you can take to guide children’s exploration of 
the great outdoors. 

 Explore safely. Join your children in the fun if 
they want you to, and keep an eye on them. Before 
you begin, dress appropriately and teach your child 
the basic safety rules of the outdoors. Simplicity is 
often the key to establishing safety rules, and there 
is usually no need to restrict children. They rarely 
do something that makes them uncomfortable, un-
less someone is urging them on or daring them. 

 Let children choose what to explore. Let children 
explore, and see what they do on their own without 
offering suggestions. Do they run? Build? Climb? 
Even an activity as simple as digging leads to ex-
ploration. Children learn how to dig, the way soil 
feels, the angle of the slope before loose dirt slides 
back down, and the difference between dry and wet 
soil.  

Ask open-ended questions. As children explore on 
their own, remain involved. Ask about their discov-
eries. Ask open-ended questions they can under-
stand and answer with their observations. “What did 
you find? Oh, a bug? What does it look like? How 
does it move?” You do not have to know all the 
answers to children’s questions. Discuss what you 
see—the shape of leaves, the color of the soil, the 
movement of the grasses. The more your child ob-
serves, the more the world around him will make 
sense. Discovering how to learn through observa-
tion is important. Your child doesn’t have to know 
the names of all the plants and animals he finds. He 
will learn through his observations. You can even 
suggest he make up descriptive names of his own.   

Touch, lift, look under. Children need to touch the 
natural world to more fully understand it. In some 
cases, gently touching an object with one finger 
may be helpful. For example, gently nudge a frog or 
a grasshopper to help a child learn how animals 
move. When possible, though, examine an object 
from all sides. Looking carefully at the underside of 
a log and then carefully replacing it, for example, 
helps children understand that creatures live under 
the log and that not disturbing the creatures’ habitat 
is important. 

Guide children to draw conclusions from the 
observations they’ve made. The best learning 
occurs when children come to conclusions for them-
selves. It would be easy to draw on your own 
knowledge to say, “It’s fall now. See, the leaves are 
red. Remember that they used to be green?” Instead, 
try asking questions or describing what you see, 
feel, hear, and smell. “Do you remember what color 
the leaves were last time we took this walk? What 
do you see now?” This modeling will help your 
child learn to use her own senses when exploring. 
Remembering and sharing helps a child learn, and 
shared memories bring cohesiveness as a family. 

Some Cautions 
Although we want children to explore at will, there 
are certain precautions that you will need to take. 
Teach children to: 
•    Be aware of the environment and the creatures 
that live there. 
•    Always watch where they put their hands and 
feet. If they left shoes outside, make sure they emp-
ty their shoes before putting them back on. 
•    Use clear cups and look before they drink. No 
one wants to accidently drink an insect! 
•    Be wary of brown recluse spiders (also known 
as violin, or fiddleback, spiders), black widow spi-
ders, scorpions, and poisonous snakes. 
•    Be cautious when lifting boards or rocks to find 
animals and insects. Also be careful to observe what 
is living there without disturbing their environment. 
•    Recognize poison ivy, poison sumac, and poison 
oak. If you or your child comes into contact with 
any of these plants, scrub the exposed area with 
dish detergent or another strong soap. 

Also prepare yourself and your child to encoun-
ter insects and stains. 
•    Wear old clothes you don’t mind getting dirty. 
•    Wear light-colored clothing to keep insects at    
bay. Some insects are attracted to dark colors. 
•    Wear a scarf or hat when walking through the 
woods .   
 Donna J. Satterlee, EdD, teaches child develop-
ment in the Department of Human Ecology at the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore.   



On the eve of Ash Wednesday, a young woman attended 
church and a friend of hers approached her and asked,  "Did 
you decide what you're giving up for Lent?" 
With a look of mild uncertainty on her face and eyes fixed on 
the list unfurled before her, the woman remarks, "First I need 
to check the list of things I gave up for the pandemic." 
 

With a note of sarcasm in his voice, my friend said to me,  
“after the year we've had, what more could we give up?” 
Last year, after all, was supposed to have been the "lent-i-est" 
Lent ever. From the declaration of the pandemic by the World 
Health Organization in March, only a few weeks into the Len-
ten season, a new reality and understanding of the fragility of 
life, the loneliness of loss and isolation, the need for attentive 
engagement, and the call to prayer in the face of uncertainty 
took hold. The prayer, fasting and almsgiving of that Lenten 
season overflowed into the year that has been, creating a 
sense that Lent never fully came to a close. 
 

After a year of grief and loss, isolation and distance, masks 
and protocols, what more could these additional 40 days of 
Lent offer? What could I possibly give up or take on this Lent? 
If that list of sacrifices keeps getting longer, why not just give 
in and give up? 
 

The temptation to give up is 
real. 
 

Last Lent, as the pandemic and 
its accompanying realities began 
to gain momentum, the season 
of Lent took on a surreal air. The Lenten promises I had made 
paled in comparison to the ever-evolving reality of life in a 
time of pandemic. As a result, I chose to put my Lenten prac-
tice aside. At the time, I felt that by not following through for 
the full 40 days, I had come up short in my Lenten commit-
ment. 
 
Looking back on that choice now, though, I know it was the 
right choice for me. The consciousness of God's presence that 
I longed to deepen by giving something up for Lent was 
heightened by the discernment to once again embrace the com-
fort of what I was going without. My attention was needed 
elsewhere and my ability to be fully present to the situations at 
hand was enhanced by my choice to give up on what I'd given 
up. 
 

That, of course, leads me to this Lent. 
 

Thinking about all we have been through in 2020, I wondered: 
What do you give up when the thought of doing one more 
thing is burdensome or the prospect of adding to the growing 
list of daily sacrifices is daunting? What do you give up when 
you feel like giving up? 
The answers to those questions, surprisingly, emerged rather 
quickly.  
 

When we feel like giving up, perhaps one of the best things we 
can give up is the need to control every facet of our lives. The 

pandemic has made strikingly clear that some things are simp-
ly out of our control. We cannot will the world to get back to 
normal. Uncertainty is more commonplace these days than we 
might be able to admit.  So rather than trying to correct the 
doubt by controlling ourselves and others,  maybe we are bet-
ter off to give God more control in our lives and free ourselves 
from the illusion that we are God, remembering instead that 
God has made us to be human. 
 
If giving up the drive to control us and others is the first step 
in a liberating Lent, giving up our weakness to negatively 
judge is a closely linked second. Judgment, of course, is not 
necessarily a bad thing; it helps us to gain perspective and as-
sess situations. However, when we recognize that our judg-
ment of others are unkind and driven by a need to control or 
lessen the "other," it's time to give them up. Unfortunately, this 
"giving up" of judgments is easier said than done. Being able 
to relinquish our negative feelings and lay our judgments aside 
for the benefit of others and ourselves is a process that takes 
both honesty and humility. If we can give up the need to pass 
judgment, we can grow closer to the union to which God calls 
us and gain new perspective on the loving way God sees all of 
us, even those we can't stand.   
 
By letting go of the temptation to control and judge in our dai-
ly lives, we will hopefully find ourselves freer to face our own 
egos, their downfalls and all the entitlement the world promis-
es. Indeed, these promises are the falsehoods that drive us 
away from God and others and show us how much we need to 
embrace prayer, fasting and almsgiving in the season of Lent. 
It is through these practices we recognize our dependence on 
God and raise our consciousness on what we need to give up 
in order to deepen our relationship with Him. 
 
Deepening our relationship with God, after all, is the aim of 
whatever we give up or choose to do this Lent.  
 
For that reason, perhaps the greatest thing we could give up 
this Lent is the nagging feeling that we should “GIVE UP.”   
In this year full of sacrifices, giving up would be a choice to 
relinquish hope and to dishonor all that we have been through. 
To give up on this season would be to give in to despair and, 
in the process, to lose sight of where this Lenten journey ulti-
mately points us — to the hope-filled morning of Easter. 
We carry a lot and, during this Lent especially, we need to be 
attentive to what might lighten our load. Maybe we are being 
called to let go of anger or hurt, judgement or control, sadness 
or selfishness, worry or regret, offering in their place love and 
compassion both for our neighbors and for ourselves.  

 

 As we press on like the Israelites wandering in the desert, we 
cannot lose sight of hope and of the One who walks hopefully 
with us through this season, and every season, of our lives. 
With God as our companion, we may have to give up lots of 
things. Some of those sacrifices will be voluntary, while others 
will not. Still, we journey forward together, giving all we are 
and all we hope to be to God and finding that no matter the 
season, God will never give up on us. 

And the Pandemic 



Happy Birthday To You… 

 
 
 

March   April        
Gabriella B.   3/13  Ms. Carol   4/03 
Jordynn B.   3/19  Amelia-Jane Z.  4/04 
Ms. Harriet   3/25  Ms. Serita    4/08 
Lucy G.   3/26  Ms. Amy    4/23 
Evan S.   3/26 
Pastor Jan   3/28 
   
 

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Will Be Here Soon... 
Place your Child in a Safe, Healthy Environment where they can 
have Fun and Learn…...and in return you will receive “Peace of 

mind.”  Remember we have care for infants, toddlers,  
Pre-Schoolers, Pre-K, a full time Summer Program (ages 5-11)  and  

a Before & After School Program when school is enrolled.   
*All programs Include breakfast, lunch and various snacks.  Meals are prepared by our licensed chef 

with an emphasis on “healthy living and eating” and the cost is included in your child’s tuition. 

**Also we have a bus that transports your child to and from school each day. 
 

2727  W. Holmes Rd., Lansing 
Call (517) 882-8622 for more info 

7:00am till 6:00pm 

The need is great. Can we count on you? Helping Hands is supported by donations from in-
dividuals throughout our community committed to blessing and serving our children/families 
in need with the love of Jesus.  

 

Name: _________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: __________________________________ 
Business/Church/Org.: ____________________________ 
Enclosed is my gift of $____________________________ 
To Give a Gift in honor or memory of someone, please give  
the name, reason for gift,   and the name and address where  
we may send an acknowledgement of your gift.  
*Helping Hands Christian Learning Center of Redeemer Church  is a non-profit 501(c)3  

organization. All contributions are completely tax-deductible.  

You can go to: www.hhclearningcenter.com 
and donate your gift from there if you wish. 
Thank You!! 



Comparing the Covid-19 vaccines developed by  

Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson  

 

In an ideal world... a pandemic vaccine could be delivered in a single shot, so supplies 
could be stretched to cover a lot of people. It would trigger no side effect more significant 
than a sore arm. And it would be easy to ship and store.   
 
However, a Pandemic is not an ideal world and all would probably agree that it is a     
MIRACLE that we have any vaccine this soon, let a lone 3 of them.   
 

So What Makes Them Different? 
The Pfizer and Moderna Vaccines are made using messenger RNA, or mRNA, a technology that delivers a bit of genetic 
code to cells — in effect, a recipe to make the surface protein (known as spike) on the SARS-2 virus. The proteins made 
with the mRNA instructions activate the immune system, teaching it to see the spike protein as foreign and develop anti-
bodies and other immunity weapons with which to fight it. 
The J&J Vaccine uses a different approach to instruct human cells to make the SARS-2 spike protein, which then triggers 
an immune response. It is what’s known as a viral vectored vaccine. A harmless adenovirus — from a large family of vi-
ruses, some of which cause common colds — has been engineered to carry the genetic code for the SARS-2 spike protein. 
Once the adenovirus enters cells, they use that code to make spike proteins.  J&J employed this same approach to make an 
Ebola vaccine that has been authorized for use by the European Medicines Agency. 
 

Target population 
The Pfizer vaccine has been authorized for use for people aged 16 and older. Moderna has been cleared for use in people 
18 and older, though the company is now testing its vaccine in 12- to 17-year-olds. J&J’s vaccine has been tested in people 
18 and older, and that’s who it was authorized for. Until testing in children and younger teens is conducted, this vaccine 
won’t be available for use anyone under 18 years old either. 
 

Vaccine efficacy 
 The Pfizer vaccine showed efficacy of 95% at preventing symptomatic Covid infection after two doses. The vaccine 

appeared to be more or less equally protective across age groups and racial and ethnic groups. 
 The Moderna vaccine was 94.1% effective at preventing symptomatic Covid-19 after the second dose. The vaccine’s 

efficacy appeared to be slightly lower in people 65 and older. The vaccine appeared to be equally effective across dif-
ferent ethnic and racial groups. 

 The J&J one-dose vaccine was shown to be 66% protective against moderate to severe Covid infections overall from 
28 days after injection, though there was variability based on geographic locations. The vaccine was 72% protective in 
the United States  

 
Side-Effects of These Vaccines 
The most common side effects  of all vaccines are injection site pain, fatigue, headache, muscle pain, and joint pain. Some 
people in the clinical trials have reported fever. With the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, side effects are more common after 
the second dose. Younger adults, who have more robust immune systems, reported more side effects than older adults.   
To be clear: These side effects are a sign of an immune system kicking into gear.  
 
The side effects from NO VACCINES in the last 365 days in the U.S.A. unfortunately have been:  529 thousand deaths 
and 29.2 million people infected.    Getting a Vaccine should be a No Brainer!!   
 
Some History For You To Consider 
POLIO was introduced into this country in 1894 and continued through 1979.  Yes,  since 1979 our country has been free 
of this virus due to the Polio Vaccine.  Polio is a virus that can cause Paralysis and death and many children, especially in 
the 1950 ended up in wheel chairs for life and prior to that many adults were put in “iron lungs” until they died.  A vaccine 
that all babies receive in stages, is now taken for granted, and it was not that long ago, many of us who are still vital and 
alive remember lining up with our families and receiving a “Sugar-Cube” Vaccine provided by the Federal Government.  
What were/are the side effects of the Polio Vaccine?  redness, pain, swelling, or a lump where the shot was given; 
low fever; joint pain, body aches; drowsiness, mild fussiness or crying; or vomiting. *Sound familiar??  Children cannot 
enter school without a Polio vaccine.   
 

Let us all think seriously about our future, our family’s future and our neighbor’s future and the community we live in.     

Remember, it takes a village for us to have order again!!  
God be with you.   

https://www.statnews.com/2020/10/26/mrna-vaccines-face-their-first-test-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-how-do-they-work/


Redeemer Church, E.L.C.A. 

 “...your Helping Hands” 
Helping Hands Christian Learning Center 
2727 West Holmes Road 
Lansing, Michigan  48911 
www.redeemerlansing.com 
 

    
 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE… 
Palm Saturday 

Saturday, March 27th 
Community “Drive-Thru”  
Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00am 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, March 28, 10:00am 

Procession w/Palms & The “Passion Story” 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, April 1st 

Worship, 7:00pm, with Holy Communion 

Good Friday 
Tenebrae Worship (Service of Lights) 

Friday,  April 2nd, 7:00pm 

Sunday, April 4th 
Holy Worship, 10:00am 

**All Invited to All Events!! 
  Most worships are both Live and  Virtual 

on our website.                  
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Due to a Grant through the State of Michigan, we were able to install a "REME-HALO Air 
Purification System in our building.  This system is de-signed to eliminate "sick building syn-
drome" by neutralizing:  odors, particulates, air pollutants, smoke, mold, bacteria and viruses.   
 
This system is mounted in both the heat/air ducts where most sick building problems start.   
This system also it allows more fresh air into the building. 
 
The system creates an oxidizing Plasma that oxidizes the pollutants in: sneezes, odors, bacte-
ria, mold, viruses and 99% of all viruses on surfaces.   This system is used by various organi-
zations, which includes both government & schools worldwide without safety problems.  With 
this environmental cleaning tool and regular cleaning steps which are followed daily, children, 
staff and other employees at both Redeemer and Helping Hands are remaining healthy and 
safe.   

What a Blessing!!! 


